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4 stats of suspicion and axists betssen the present

Prine Minister, Jaail %mﬂ Preside and his reprasentatives
o 11y manding his politioal ferices and organising

& political party in view of the coming slections. To this new party be is

rallying of the present » Such as Sabri 'Agall and Lukfi
Baffar. 56 WASUVErS &re 1 with great suspicion by President
mx,mmummumuhmatq}lum, :

onnipmuorzaJmunm,mmmmmnmuww
his party organisation in the north. After Mardam's deperture,Rifa’'i was
constantly shadowsd by plain clothes men,snd persons with whom he was knowmn
to be in contast were picked up for questioning,

On 6 Pebruary Murdan visited Jsbel Druse and pushed beyond Suwaidah to
confer at length with Sultan Pasha Atrash, Druze leader. Prasident Quwwatli
is said to have attached to the Prime Minister's party on this oocasion his
personal trusty Abd-al-Karim Atidi, Mubafiz of Hauran. A'idi, howavar,

was unzble to be present throughout ths conversation with Sultan Pasha.

On

10 February Col. 'Abd al-Wahsb Hakim, on the pretext of an inspaction of
troops in Jebel Mruse, also is aaid to have visited Sultan Pasha.

is a well-known adherent of Mardam of long standing. Ha was recently,
through Merdam's influence. promotad from Commander of the Kiszah Alwport at
Damascus to U, Southern Area, _

i

Corent: SR fosls cirongly that Mardemts wieit to Jgbel
was Ior personal political reasons, in order to secure Atrash's
support for the ooming elsctions. 5 1is 4 d

It is reported that the presant press campaign carried on by the Syrian newspapers
al Balad and al agaiost Na'im Antaki, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and

of National Economy, is by order of President Quwwatli.
Antalkd and Hakim are Mardam's closest adherents in the present campaign,

CLABSIFICATION SE?&I' ‘
Document Wo.

NO CHANGE in Class. | R

. [ DECnAss g
Gaﬁ P ey Class. O cowmos @
ek A DDA Miisl L otzr 77 i
Aathy DDA T . 175 :

Approved For Release 2000/05/16 : CIA-RDPS3 08469 odc0bs7 B & s —



